‘Disabled’ by Wilfred Owen
Ideas and attitudes

 What are the thoughts and feelings of the poet?
1. Work in pairs to decide which of the statements from the table below you agree with and which you disagree with, and find evidence from the poem to support your opinions.
	The poet seems to ...
	Agree/disagree


	want to expose the myth of war as glamorous 
	

	want the reader to pity the soldier
	

	be trying to emphasise the violence of battle
	

	portray young men as foolish
	

	suggest that the public has betrayed the men who fought on their behalf
	

	portray women in a negative way
	

	be criticising the army recruiting officers
	

	admire the bravery of soldiers
	

	be anti-war
	


2. Now choose one statement which you think best reflects Owen’s thoughts and feelings in the poem. 

· Collect as much evidence (in the form of quotations) as possible to support this statement, and write a paragraph or mini-essay on this topic. 
 Language
3. Which of the following techniques are used in the poem?
	· onomatopoeia
	· repetition
	· contrast

	· first person point of view
	· caesura
	· personification

	· alliteration
	· simile
	· rhyme

	· metaphor
	
	


4. For each technique used in the poem, find an example from the poem.

5. Choose one technique which you think the poet has used particularly effectively, and write an analytical sentence or paragraph exploring how he has used this technique and what effect(s) it might have on the reader.
 Structure
6. Sort these 12 quotations from the poem into two columns, according to whether they refer to before he went to war or after he returned?

	Quotation
	Before or after?

	· ‘smart salutes’
	

	· ‘carried shoulder-high’
	

	· ‘sewn short at elbow’
	

	· ‘daggers in plaid socks’
	

	· ‘drafted out with drums and cheers’
	

	· ‘legless’
	

	· ‘take whatever pity they may dole’
	

	· ‘glow-lamps budded’
	

	· ‘Now he is old;’
	

	· ‘it was younger than his youth’
	

	· ‘Some cheered him home’
	

	· ‘waiting for dark’
	


7. Try to arrange the quotations into pairs which show how things have changed for this man.
8. Choose one of these pairs of quotations and write a paragraph about how the poet has used contrast to affect the reader’s response.
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