Disabled –  Essay Guide


Essay Advice (for Q on how Owen conveys the pity of war)
Structure
A solid essay will contain about 6 paragraphs. The first paragraph will function as an introduction, and the last paragraph as a conclusion. There is no word limit to this essay, but it is likely to be between 1000 and 2000 words.
Wilfred Owen aimed to convey ‘the pity of war’ in his poetry. How does he try to do this in “Disabled”?
· a good introduction would look at why Wilfred Owen wanted to convey the ‘pity of war’ in his poetry – whether he had experienced war, which war he had experienced, what he thought of the way in which the war was being portrayed through the media and by other poets, and whether he was qualified to commentate on the war (100-150 words)
· a good first paragraph in the body of the essay should deal with one of the ways in which Owen conveys ‘the pity of war’ – for example, reference to how the setting Owen creates at the beginning and end of the poem (and its juxtaposition with the setting of the past) contributes to us understanding ‘the pity of war’ (200-250 words)
· a good second paragraph in the body of the essay could deal with a second way in which Owen conveys ‘the pity of war’ – for example, Owen’s portrayal of the young man in the past (before he went to war) (200-250 words)
· a good third paragraph in the body of the essay should deal with a third way in which Owen conveys ‘the pity of war’ – for example, Owen’s portrayal of the young man in the present (after he comes back from the war) (200-250 words)
· a good fourth paragraph in the body of the essay should deal with a fourth way in which Owen conveys ‘the pity of war’ – for example, the ironic way in which Owen writes about the difference between what the young man imagined of war and how it really turned out to be (200-250 words)
· a good conclusion might focus on the implications of the word ‘pity’ – for example, whether you as a reader experienced this emotion and why; and whether the soldier was a tragic figure (in the true meaning of the word). You might also look at alternative interpretations of the poem – what a feminist would think of it or what someone who believes literature is written for moral purposes would think of the poem (100-150 words)
Quality of Commentary
A solid essay should have at least 20 quotations.
 You should be concentrating on analysing and interpreting language at word and sentence level. 
Quotations will always be short and, in general, you will be focusing on the implications and connotations of one word.
 Though it is perfectly fine to include quotations that support your argument explicitly, the words you choose to analyse will always be implicit – you will need to explain in what way your choice of words supports your argument, and be aware of possible alternative interpretations.

