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We are introduced to George and Lennie
We find out they are on the way to a ranch to work
We see the relationship between George and Lennie
George tells Lennie to meet him back there if there is any trouble
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George and Lennie arrive at the ranch and talk to Candy who tells them about the others on the ranch
We meet Curley, Curley’s Wife and Slim
Slim offers to give Lennie a puppy
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Slim and George talk about Lennie and become friendly.
Carlson persuades Candy to let him shoot his old dog.
Curley attacks Lennie
Lennie crushes Curley’s hand
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Lennie goes into Crooks’ room
Crook teases Lennie
Candy joins them
Curley’s Wife comes in and threatens Crooks
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Lennie has killed the puppy.
Curley’s Wife comes in and talks to Lennie about her dream
She invites Lennie to stroke her hair, but he ends up killing her.
Lennie panics and runs away and a manhunt is organised
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Lennie waits for George in the brush.
He sees a vision of Aunt Clara
George arrives and comforts Lennie, before shooting him dead.
Slim comforts George and tells him he had no choice.
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KILLER QUOTES 
 



‘small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp strong features’

‘George stared morosely at the water.’

“Jesus Christ, you’re a crazy bastard!”

“I could get along so easy and so nice if I didn’t have you on my tail. I could live so easy and maybe have a girl.”

“Why, I could stay in a cat house all night. I could eat any place I want, hotel or any place, and order any damn thing I could think of.”

“Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world.”

“They don’t belong no place.”

“With us it ain’t like that. We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.”

“Lennie—if you jus’ happen to get in trouble like you always done before, I want you to come right here an’ hide in the brush.”



SECTION 1










“What the hell kind of bed you giving us, anyways. We don’t want no pants rabbits.”

“he’s sure a hell of a good worker. Strong as a bull.”

“Oh! I ain’t saying he’s bright. He ain’t. But I say he’s a God damn good worker. He can put up a four hundred pound bale.”

“He got kicked in the head by a horse when he was a kid.”

“Yeah, you forgot. You always forget, an’ I got to talk you out of it.”

“If I was a relative of yours I’d shoot myself.”

“Lennie ain’t no fighter, but Lennie’s strong and quick and Lennie don’t know no rules.”

“…but I never seen no piece of jail bait worse than her.”

“cause she’s a rattrap if I ever seen one.”


SECTION 2
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‘George spoke proudly. “Jus’ tell Lennie what to do an’ he’ll do it if it don’t take no figuring. He can’t think of nothing to do himself, but he sure can take orders.”

‘“What’s funny about it?” George demanded defensively.’

‘“That wasn’t so damn much fun after a while.…but he never lifted a finger against me.” George’s voice was taking on the tone of confession.’

“I seen the guys that go around on the ranches alone. That ain’t no good. They don’t have no fun. After a long time they get mean. They get  wantin’ to fight all the time.”

‘George fell silent. He wanted to talk.’

‘Slim neither encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive.’
 
“She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger. That Curley got his work cut out for him. Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain’t no place for a girl, specially like her.”

‘George sat entranced with his own picture.’

‘They fell into a silence. They looked at one another, amazed. This thing they had never really believed in was coming true. George said reverently, “Jesus Christ! I bet we could swing her.” His eyes were full of wonder. “I bet we could swing her,” he repeated softly.’



SECTION 3











‘He put his hand over her heart. And finally, when he stood up, slowly and stiffly, his face was as hard and tight as wood, and his eyes were hard.’

“I should of knew,” George said hopelessly. “I guess maybe way back in my head I did.”
‘George said softly, “—I think I knowed from the very first. I think I know’d we’d never do her. He usta like to hear about it so much I got to thinking maybe we would.”

“Lennie never done it in meanness,” he said. “All the time he done bad things, but he never done one of ‘em mean.”

‘His hat was so far down on his forehead that his eyes were covered.’

SECTION 5
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‘George shook himself. He said woodenly, “If I was alone I could live so easy.” His voice was monotonous, had no emphasis. “I could get a job an’ not have no mess.” He stopped.’

‘For a moment he was businesslike.’

‘He looked at the back of Lennie’s head, at the place where the spine and skull were joined.’

‘George raised the gun and his hand shook, and he dropped his hand to the ground again.’

“Ever’body gonna be nice to you. Ain’t gonna be no more trouble. Nobody gonna hurt nobody nor steal from ‘em.”

“No, Lennie. I ain’t mad. I never been mad, an’ I ain’t now. That’s a thing I want ya to know.”

‘And George raised the gun and steadied it, and he brought the muzzle of it close to the back of Lennie’s head. The hand shook violently, but his face set and his hand steadied. He pulled the trigger.’

‘But George sat stiffly on the bank and looked at his right hand that had
thrown the gun away.’

‘George let himself be helped to his feet.’




SECTION 6
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Why is George important?

· George symbolises the itinerant farm worker.
· A father/brother figure for Lennie.
· He has promised Aunt Clara that he will look after Lennie.
· He sees Lennie as an inconvenience, but still cares for him, despite it sometimes causing him considerable risk. This also gives him a role in life.
· He rescues and protects Lennie when he gets into trouble e.g in Weed.
· He feeds Lennie the dream of them both owning their own ranch. We get the impression that the dream is also what keeps George going.
· He orders Lennie to fight back against Curley.
· There is a part of him that wishes he was free of Lennie (Section 1 and 4 when he goes to the ‘cathouse’ and leaves Lennie behind.
· He shoots Lennie dead, knowing that this is kinder than him being lynched or locked up.



















Notes
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‘a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, and wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.’

‘drank with long gulps, snorting into the water like a horse.’

‘dabbled his big paw in the water and wiggled his fingers’
‘Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly.’

‘Lennie looked timidly over to him. “George?”’
‘Lennie’s closed hand slowly obeyed.’
‘Lennie imitated him, raising his head to see whether he was doing it right.’
‘Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball to its master, Lennie approached, drew back, approached again.’

“George, you want I should go away and leave you alone?”

“because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why.”




SECTION 1









‘Immediately Lennie got up and did the same with his bed.’
“he’s sure a hell of a good worker. Strong as a bull.”
‘In a panic, Lennie looked at George for help.’
“Oh! I ain’t saying he’s bright. He ain’t. But I say he’s a God damn good worker. He can put up a four hundred pound bale.”

‘Lennie was looking helplessly to George for instruction.’
“Lennie ain’t no fighter, but Lennie’s strong and quick and Lennie don’t know no rules.”

‘Lennie’s eyes moved down over her body, and though she did not seem to be.’

‘looking at Lennie she bridled a little. She looked at her fingernails.’
“I don’t like this place, George. This ain’t no good place. I wanna get outa here.”





SECTION 2
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‘He went directly to his bunk and lay down and turned his face to the wall and drew up his knees.’

‘His eyes slipped on past and lighted on Lennie; and Lennie was still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch.’

‘Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then he got up and tried to retreat.’
‘Lennie’s hands remained at his sides; he was too frightened to defend himself.’

‘Lennie covered his face with his huge paws and bleated with terror.’
‘Lennie took his hands away from his face and looked about for George,’
‘“You tol’ me to, George,” he said miserably.’



SECTION 3









“I thought I could jus’ come in an’ set.”
‘Suddenly Lennie’s eyes centered and grew quiet, and mad. He stood up and walked dangerously toward Crooks. “Who hurt George?” he demanded.’

‘Lennie reassured himself in a frightened voice.’

SECTION 4
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“Why do you got to get killed? You ain’t so little as mice.”

‘Suddenly his anger arose. “God damn you,” he cried. “Why do you got to get killed? You ain’t so little as mice.”’

‘He rocked himself back and forth in his sorrow.’

‘Lennie said, “Oh! That’s nice,” and he stroked harder. “Oh, that’s nice.”’
‘Lennie was in a panic. His face was contorted. She screamed then, and Lennie’s other hand closed over her mouth and nose.’

‘“Oh! Please don’t do none of that,” he begged.’

“George gonna say I done a bad thing. He ain’t gonna let me tend no rabbits.”
‘He pawed up the hay until it partly covered her.’




SECTION 5









‘Lennie appeared out of the brush, and he came as silently as a creeping bear moves.’

‘And then from out of Lennie’s head there came a little fat old woman.’
‘Lennie moaned with grief.’
‘Lennie giggled with happiness.’
‘Lennie obeyed him.’


SECTION 6
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Why is Lennie important in the novel?
· Has extreme physical strength
· Is ‘slow’ – has a mental/developmental disability
· He has no awareness of danger.
· Doesn’t understand the strength that he has.
· Easily forgets things.
· Looks to George as a father/brother figure.
· He has no understanding of how society works or what is generally acceptable behaviour.
· Lennie has a love of petting nice things – mouse, puppy, Curley’s Wife’s hair.
· He is picked on by Curley because of his size.
· He admires Curley’s wife.
· Doesn’t like to upset George and knows that he will tell him off if he does wrong.
· Lennie is often described using animal imagery.
· He often blames the animals he kills fir dying, not understanding what he has actually done.
· He doesn’t really understand good and bad, instead just admitting that George wouldn’t like it.


















Notes
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“Slim’s a jerkline skinner. Hell of a nice fella.”

“Slim don’t need to wear no high-heeled boots on a grain team.”

“I seen her give Slim the eye.”

‘A tall man stood in the doorway. He held a crushed Stetson hat under his arm
while he combed his long, black, damp hair straight back. Like the others he
wore blue jeans and a short denim jacket.’

‘he moved with a majesty achieved only by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty mules with a single line to the leaders. He was capable of killing a fly on the wheeler’s butt with a bull whip without touching the mule.’
 
‘There was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talk stopped when he spoke. His authority was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love.’

‘His hatchet face was ageless.’

‘His ear heard more than was said to him’

‘His hands, large and lean, were as delicate in their action as those of a temple dancer.’

‘He looked kindly at the two in the bunk house.’

‘His voice was very gentle.’

‘His tone was friendly. It invited confidence without demanding it.’

“Ain’t many guys travel around together,” he mused. “I don’t know why. Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is scared of each other.”

‘Slim stood up slowly and with dignity.’








SECTION 2
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‘“Funny how you an’ him string along together.” It was Slim’s calm invitation to confidence.’

“You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month, and then they quit and go out alone.”

‘George fell silent. He wanted to talk. Slim neither encouraged nor discouraged him. He just sat back quiet and receptive.’

‘George looked over at Slim and saw the calm, Godlike eyes fastened on him.’
‘Slim’s eyes were level and unwinking. He nodded very slowly. “So what
happens?”’
‘Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law.’
“I think you got your han’ caught in a machine.”




SECTION 3








SECTION 5

“An ’s’pose they lock him up an’ strap him down and put him in a cage.”

‘Slim stood looking down at Curley’s wife. He said, “Curley—maybe you
better stay here with your wife.”’






SECTION 6
‘Slim came directly to George and sat down beside him, sat very close to him. “Never you mind,” said Slim. “A guy got to sometimes.”’

“Come on, George. Me an’ you’ll go in an’ get a drink.”

‘Slim said, “You hadda, George. I swear you hadda. Come on with me.”’
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Why is Slim important in the novel?

· He is the unofficial leader on the ranch.
· Slim is considered the ‘wise’ man of the ranch.
· He is intelligent and understanding and is one of the few people to try and understand George and Lennie’s relationship.
· Extremely skilled at his job, the animals seem to trust him too.
· He treats everyone with respect, even Crooks and Curley’s Wife.
· The only man on thr ranch that Curley respects/is afraid of.
· Makes the important decisions.
· Takes charge after the important events.
· He symbolises decency and is the conscience of the novel.

God-like
Admired
Respected
Skilful
Power
Importance
Decency
Charismatic
Dignified
Rational
Authority
Intelligence
Empathy
Non-judgemental
Strong
Superior
Moral
Masterful
Fair-minded
Justice
Altruistic
Perceptive
Honourable















Notes
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‘a thin young man with a brown face, with brown eyes and a head of tightly curled hair. He wore a work glove on his left hand, and, like the boss, he wore high-heeled boots.’

‘He glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie. His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands closed into fists. He stiffened and went into a slight crouch. His glance was at once calculating and pugnacious.’

‘Curley stepped gingerly close to him.’

‘Curley lashed his body around. “By Christ, he’s gotta talk when he’s spoke to. What the hell are you gettin’ into it for?”’

‘“Well, nex’ time you answer when you’re spoke to.” He turned toward the door and walked out, and his elbows were still bent out a little.’

“Curley’s pretty handy. He done quite a bit in the ring. He’s a lightweight, and he’s handy.”

“Curley’s like alot of little guys. He hates big guys. He’s alla time picking scraps with big guys. Kind of like he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy. You seen little guys like that,
ain’t you? Always scrappy?”
“Seems like Curley ain’t givin’ nobody a chance.”

“Curley says he’s keepin’ that hand soft for his wife.”
‘Curley seemed really to see George for the first time. His eyes flashed over George, took in his height, measured his reach, looked at his trim middle.’





SECTION 2
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‘Curley looked threateningly about the room. “Where the hell’s Slim?”’
‘Curley’s shoulders dropped and squared.’
‘His eyes slipped on past and lighted on Lennie; and Lennie was still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch.’

‘Curley stepped over to Lennie like a terrier.’
“Come on, ya big bastard. Get up on your feet. No big son-of-a-bitch is gonna laugh at me. I’ll show ya who’s yella.”

‘The next minute Curley was flopping like a fish on a line, and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand.’

‘He stood crying, his fist lost in Lennie’s paw.’

‘“I won’t tell,” said Curley.’





SECTION 3








‘Curley came suddenly to life. “I know who done it,” he cried. “That big sonof-a-bitch done it. I know he done it. Why—ever’body else was out there playin’ horseshoes.” He worked himself into a fury. “I’m gonna get him. I’m going for my shotgun. I’ll kill the big son-of-a-bitch myself. I’ll shoot ‘im in the guts. Come on, you guys.” He ran furiously out of the barn.’

‘Curley’s face reddened. “I’m goin’,” he said. “I’m gonna shoot the guts outa that big bastard myself, even if I only got one hand. I’m gonna get ‘im.”’


SECTION 5







[image: http://static.squarespace.com/static/5303f87ce4b07f58efd81fa9/t/53044b98e4b0c2312596a996/1392790424274/backgrounds-wood-texture--1549499-1024x872.jpg][image: http://www.yorknotes.com/images/onlineguides/of-mice-and-men/29-Curley.jpg]
[image: http://www.qvidian.com/sites/default/files/power-of-words.gif]CURLEY



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Image result for vaseline]


Inhustice
Corruption
Menace
Aggressive
Pugnacious
Masculinity
Authoratitive
Brags
Power
Confrontational
Mean-spirited
Jealous
Volatile
Conflict
Over-protective
Threatening
Intimidate
Combative
Bitter
Judgemnentaal
Insecure
Antagonistic
Hostile


Whyis Curley important in the novel?
· Curley is the Boss’ son.
· A small aggressive young man with a reputaution as a fighter.
· He is recently married and likes to show off about his wife.
· He looks for excuses for a fight or to cause trouble.
· Represents thebpower of the employer in society.
· His marriage does not appear to be a happy one – he still goes to the brothel.
· Curley makes abscene allusions to his wife in an attempt to show his superiority.
· He is a very selfish character, who likes to continually remind the men of his superior position.















Notes
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“Well—she got the eye.”
“Well, I think Curley’s married . . . . a tart.”
‘She had full, rouged lips and widespaced eyes, heavily made up. Her fingernails were red. Her hair hung in little rolled clusters, like sausages. She wore a cotton house dress and red mules, on the insteps of which were little bouquets of red ostrich feathers.’

‘Her voice had a nasal, brittle quality.’
‘She put her hands behind her back and leaned against the door frame so that her body was thrown forward.’

‘Lennie’s eyes moved down over her body, and though she did not seem to be looking at Lennie she bridled a little. She looked at her fingernails.’

‘She smiled archly and twitched her body. “Nobody can’t blame a person for lookin’,”’

‘She was suddenly apprehensive.’
“but I never seen no piece of jail bait worse than her.”
“cause she’s a rattrap if I ever seen one.”



SECTION 2











SECTION 3

“Well, ain’t she a looloo?”
“She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger. That Curley got his work cut out for him. Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain’t no place for a girl, specially like her.”
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‘Her face was heavily made up. Her lips were slightly parted. She breathed strongly,
as though she had been running.’
‘She stood still in the doorway, smiling a little at them, rubbing the nails of one hand with the thumb and forefinger of the other. And her eyes traveled from one face to another. “They left all the weak ones here,”’

“Funny thing,” she said. “If I catch any one man, and he’s alone, I get along fine with him. But just let two of the guys get together an’ you won’t talk. Jus’ nothing but mad.”

“Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once in a while? Think I like to stick in that house alla time?”

“Sure I gotta husban’. You all seen him. Swell guy, ain’t he?

‘“I tell ya I could of went with shows. Not jus’ one, neither. An’ a guy tol’ me he could put me in pitchers . . . .” She was breathless with indignation.’

“Standin’ here talkin’ to a bunch of bindle stiffs—a nigger an’ a dum-dum and a lousy ol’ sheep—an’ likin’ it because they ain’t nobody else.”

“Listen, Nigger,” she said. “You know what I can do to you if you open your trap?”

“Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I could get you strung upon a tree so easy it ain’t even funny.”





SECTION 4
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‘She wore her bright cotton dress and the mules with the red ostrich feathers. Her face was made-up and the little sausage curls were all in place.’

“Why can’t I talk to you? I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely.”

“I get lonely,” she said. “You can talk to people, but I can’t talk to nobody but Curley. Else he gets mad. How’d you like not to talk to anybody?”

‘She consoled him. “Don’t you worry none.”’
‘Her face grew angry. “Wha’s the matter with me?” she cried. “Ain’t I got a right to talk to nobody? Whatta they think I am, anyways?”’

“I coulda made somethin’ of myself.” She said darkly, “Maybe I will yet.”
“Well, a show come through, an’ I met one of the actors. He says I could go with that show. But my ol’ lady wouldn’t let me. She says because I was on’y fifteen. But the guy says I coulda. If I’d went, I wouldn’t be livin’ like this, you bet.”

‘“He says he was gonna put me in the movies. Says I was a natural.
Soon’s he got back to Hollywood he was gonna write to me about it.” She
looked closely at Lennie to see whether she was impressing him.’
‘“I don’ like Curley. He ain’t a nice fella.” And because she had confided in him, she moved
closer to Lennie and sat beside him.’

 “Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice clothes—all them nice clothes like they wear. An’ I coulda sat in them big hotels, an’ had pitchers took of me.”

‘Curley’s wife laughed at him. “You’re nuts,” she said. “But you’re a kinda
nice fella. Jus’ like a big baby.”’
‘And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young.
Now her rouged cheeks and her reddened lips made her seem alive and sleeping very lightly. The curls, tiny little sausages, were spread on the hay behind her head, and her lips were parted.
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CURLEY’S WIFE


Misunderstood
Obedient
Naïve
Stereotypical
Submissive
Lonely
Dissatisfied
Pretty
Seductive
Despair
Hopeful
Mistrusted
Flirtatious
Restless
Self-obsessed
Cruel
Attention-seeking
Insecure
Property
Feminine


Why is Curley’s Wife important in the novel?
· She is the attractive, newly married wife of Curley.
· She is the only female character in the novel and is never given a name.
· Appears very showy and flirtatious, which causes tension in the ranch.
· Is desperately lonely and is constantly trying to get attention form the men.
· She has a dream of becoming a famous actress.
· She is naïve and immature.
· She represents the female race in the novel.
· She is vindictive and will use the power that her status gives her, even if it is unfair.
· Her sexuality is the only real weapon that she has.
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SECTION 2

“Yeah. Nice fella too. Got a crooked back where a horse kicked him. The boss gives him hell when he’s mad. But the stable buck don’t give a damn about that. He reads a lot. Got books in his room.”

“we had fun. They let the nigger come in that night. Little skinner name of Smitty took after the nigger. Done pretty good, too. The guys wouldn’t let him use his feet, so the nigger got him.”







‘Crooks’ bunk was a long box filled with straw, on which his blankets were flung.’

‘And scattered about the floor were a number of personal possessions; for, being alone, Crooks could leave his things about’

‘And he had books, too; a tattered dictionary and a mauled copy of the California civil code for 1905.’

‘Crooks was a proud, aloof man.’
‘His lean face was lined with deep black wrinkles, and he had thin, pain-tightened lips which were lighter than his face.’

“You got no right to come in my room. This here’s my room. Nobody got any right in here but me.”

“You go on get outa my room. I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my room.”

“Cause I’m black. They play cards in there, but I can’t play because I’m black. They say I stink. Well, I tell you, you all of you stink to me.”

“’Long as you won’t get out and leave me alone, you might as well set down.” His tone was a little more friendly.’

 “The white kids come to play at our place, an’ sometimes I went
to play with them, and some of them was pretty nice. My ol’ man didn’t like
that. I never knew till long later why he didn’t like that. But I know now”

“This is just a nigger talkin’, an’ a busted-back nigger. So it don’t mean nothing, see?”
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‘Crooks’ face lighted with pleasure in his torture.’
‘Crooks bored in on him. “Want me ta tell ya what’ll happen? They’ll take ya to the booby hatch. They’ll tie ya up with a collar, like a dog.”’

‘Crooks saw the danger as it approached him. He edged back on his bunk to get out of the way.’

“S’pose you didn’t have nobody.”

 “A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya,” he cried, “I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick.”

‘“A guy sets alone out here at night, maybe readin’ books or thinkin’ or stuff like that. Sometimes he gets thinkin’, an’ he got nothing to tell him what’s so an’ what ain’t so.”

 “I seen hunderds of men come by on the road an’ on the ranches, with their bindles on their back an’ that same damn thing in their heads.”

“Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land. It’s just in their head”

‘It was difficult for Crooks to conceal his pleasure with anger.’

“I seen guys nearly crazy with loneliness for land, but ever’ time a whore house or a blackjack game took what it takes.”

‘Crooks had retired into the terrible protective dignity of the Negro.’

‘Crooks stood up from his bunk and faced her. “I had enough,” he said coldly. “You got no rights comin’ in a colored man’s room.”’

Crooks seemed to grow smaller, and he pressed himself against the wall. “Yes, ma’am.”

Crooks had reduced himself to nothing. There was no personality, no ego—
nothing to arouse either like or dislike.
Crooks seemed to come slowly out of the layers of protection he had put on.
“I ain’t sure I want you in here no more. A colored man got to have some rights even if he don’t like ‘em.”

 “Well, jus’ forget it,” said Crooks. “I didn’t mean it. Jus’ foolin’. I wouldn’
want to go no place like that.”
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CROOKS
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Why is Crooks important in the novel?

· He is the only black man on the ranch.
· He works aa a stable buck looking after the horses.
· Lives in a room over the barn and not with the other men.
· Is treated badly by the other men.
· Is a lonely character, he spends most of the time with his books.
· Has a crooked back
· He represents what was happening to Blacks in America in the 1930s.
Bitter
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Proud
Independent
Intelligent
Pain
Prejudice
Futility
Indignant
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Disempowered
















Notes






[image: http://www.yorknotes.com/images/onlineguides/of-mice-and-men/28-Candy.jpg][image: http://static.squarespace.com/static/5303f87ce4b07f58efd81fa9/t/53044b98e4b0c2312596a996/1392790424274/backgrounds-wood-texture--1549499-1024x872.jpg]KILLER QUOTES
 

CANDY


‘tall, stoop-shouldered old man’

‘out of the sleeve came a round stick-like wrist, but no hand.’
“Why . . . . he . . . . just quit, the way a guy will.”
“Sure. Ya see the stable buck’s a nigger.”
“Yeah. Nice fella too. Got a crooked back where a horse kicked him. The boss gives him hell when he’s mad. But the stable buck don’t give a damn about that. He reads a lot. Got books in his room.”

“we had fun. They let the nigger come in that night. Little skinner name of Smitty took after the nigger. Done pretty good, too. The guys wouldn’t let him use his feet, so the nigger got him”

“at his heels there walked a dragfooted sheepdog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes.
The swamper watched him until he was settled.”

“Yeah. I had ‘im ever since he was a pup. God, he was a good sheepdog when he was younger.”

“Curley’s pretty handy. He done quite a bit in the ring. He’s a lightweight, and he’s handy.”

“Curley’s like alot of little guys. He hates big guys. He’s alla time picking scraps with big guys. Kind of like he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy. You seen little guys like that, ain’t you? Always scrappy?”

“Seems like Curley ain’t givin’ nobody a chance.”

“Curley says he’s keepin’ that hand soft for his wife.”
“Well—she got the eye.”
“Slim’s a jerkline skinner. Hell of a nice fella. Slim don’t need to wear no high-heeled boots on a grain team. I seen her give Slim the eye.”

“Well, I think Curley’s married . . . . a tart.”
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‘The old man squirmed uncomfortably. “Well—hell! I had him so long. Had him since he was a pup”’

‘He scratched the white stubble whiskers on his cheek nervously.’

‘Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law.’
‘Candy looked for help from face to face.’
‘Candy watched him uneasily.’
‘Candy looked a long time at Slim to try to find some reversal. And Slim gave him none. At last Candy said softly and hopelessly, “Awright—take ‘im.”’

‘Candy lay rigidly on his bed staring at the ceiling.’
‘For a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling. Then he rolled slowly over and faced the wall and lay silent.’

‘Old Candy turned slowly over. His eyes were wide open. He watched George carefully.’

‘Candy went on excitedly, “How much they want for a place like that?”’
“they’ll put me on the county.”
“You seen what they done to my dog tonight? They says he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else. When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me. But they won’t do nothing like that. I won’t have no place to go, an’ I can’t get no more jobs.”

“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn’t ought to of let no
stranger shoot my dog.”
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‘He made no attempt to enter.’
‘Candy seemed embarrassed.’
“But we gonna do it now, and don’t you make no mistake about that.”

‘Candy’s face had grown redder and redder, but before she was done speaking, he had control of himself. He was the master of the situation.’
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‘Now Candy spoke his greatest fear. “You an’ me can get that little place, can’t we, George? You an’ me can go there an’ live nice, can’t we, George? Can’t we?”’

‘Before George answered, Candy dropped his head and looked down at the hay. He knew.’

‘He looked helplessly back at Curley’s wife, and gradually his sorrow and his anger grew into words. “You God damn tramp”, he said viciously. “You done it, di’n’t you? I s’pose you’re glad. Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up. You wasn’t no good. You ain’t no good now,
you lousy tart.”’


SECTION 5














[image: http://www.yorknotes.com/images/onlineguides/of-mice-and-men/28-Candy.jpg][image: http://static.squarespace.com/static/5303f87ce4b07f58efd81fa9/t/53044b98e4b0c2312596a996/1392790424274/backgrounds-wood-texture--1549499-1024x872.jpg]

CANDY

[image: http://www.qvidian.com/sites/default/files/power-of-words.gif]




Hopeless
Gossip
Old
Weak
Aging
Useless
Misery
Brittle
Tragic
Despair
Fate
Crippled
Passive
Desperate


How is Candy important in the novel?

· Candy has lost his hand in a farm accident and now works as a swamper on the ranch.
· Candy’s age and physical disability makes him perhaps the weakest character on the ranch.
· Candy provides the money for George and Lennie to believe that their dram might actually come true.
· Candy is old, like his dog and that makes what Carlson does to his dog more shocking to the reader.
· He worries about being canned when he is unable to work anymore.
· He loves to gossip about the others on the ranch.
· He represents the elderly and physically disabled in society at the time.
· 
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· The American Dream is a national ethos of the United States in which freedom includes a promise of the possibility of prosperity and success. 
· In the definition of the American Dream by James Truslow Adams in 1931, "life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement" regardless of social class or circumstances of birth.
· The idea of the American Dream is rooted in the United States Declaration of Independence which proclaims that "all men are created equal" and that they are "endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights" including "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.“







‘Someday—we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a Little house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and some pigs and—” “An’ live off the fatta the lan’,” Lennie shouted.’
“Sure, we’d have a little house an’ a room to ourself. Little fat iron stove, an’ in the winter we’d keep a fire goin’ in it. It ain’t enough land so we’d have to
work too hard. Maybe six, seven hours a day. We wouldn’t have to buck no barley eleven hours a day. An’ when we put in a crop, why, we’d be there to
take the crop up. We’d know what come of our planting.”
“An’ it’d be our own, an’ nobody could can us.”
‘George sat entranced with his own picture.’
‘They fell into a silence. They looked at one another, amazed. This thing they had never really believed in was coming true. George said reverently, “Jesus
Christ! I bet we could swing her.” His eyes were full of wonder. “I bet we could swing her,” he repeated softly.’

‘Now Candy spoke his greatest fear. “You an’ me can get that little place, can’t we, George? You an’ me can go there an’ live nice, can’t we, George?
Can’t we?”’
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Well, a show come through, an’ I met one of the actors. He says I could go with that show. But my ol’ lady wouldn’t let me. She says because I was on’y fifteen. But the guy says I coulda. If I’d went, I wouldn’t be livin’ like this, you bet.”

He says he was gonna put me in the movies. Says I was a natural. Soon’s he got back to Hollywood he was gonna write to me about it.” She looked closely at Lennie to see whether she was impressing him.

“Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice clothes—all them nice clothes like they wear. An’ I coulda sat in them big hotels, an’ had pitchers took of me.
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In the 1920s and 1930s, Hollywood films became a very popular entertainment for people living in the cities. Young women would sometimes aspire to be like the Hollywood actresses they watched on the screen.
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Is this the REALITY?


“I seen hunderds of men come by on the road an’ on the ranches, with their bindles on their back an’ that same damn thing in their heads. Hunderds of them. They come, an’ they quit an’ go on; an’ every damn one of ‘em’s got a little piece of land in his head. An’ never a God damn one of ‘em ever gets it. Just like heaven.
Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land. It’s just in their head.

 “I seen guys nearly crazy with loneliness for land, but ever’ time a whore house or a blackjack game took what it takes.”

Before George answered, Candy dropped his head and looked down at the hay. He knew.

George said softly, “—I think I knowed from the very first. I think I know’d we’d never do her. He usta like to hear about it so much I got to thinking maybe we would.”
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“A guy needs somebody—to be near him.” He whined, “A guy goes nuts if he
ain’t got nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with
you. I tell ya,” he cried, “I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick.”
“A guy sets alone out here at night, maybe readin’ books or
thinkin’ or stuff like that. Sometimes he gets thinkin’, an’ he got nothing to tell
him what’s so an’ what ain’t so.”
“Think I don’t like to talk to somebody
ever’ once in a while? Think I like to stick in that house alla time?”
“Standin’ here talkin’ to a bunch of bindle stiffs—a nigger an’ a dum-dum
and a lousy ol’ sheep—an’ likin’ it because they ain’t nobody else.”
“Why can’t I talk to you? I never get to talk to nobody. I get awful lonely.”
“I get lonely,” she said. “You can talk to people, but I can’t talk to nobody
but Curley. Else he gets mad. How’d you like not to talk to anybody?”
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“Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world.”

“They don’t belong no place.”

“With us it ain’t like that. We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.”

“Ain’t many guys travel around together,” he mused. “I don’t know why. Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is scared of each other.”

“You know how the hands are, they just come in and get their bunk and work a month, and then they quit and go out alone.”

“I seen the guys that go around on the ranches alone. That ain’t no good. They don’t have no fun. After a long time they get mean. They get wantin’ to fight all the time.”

“How’d you like not to talk to anybody?”
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“Because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why.”
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PREJUDICE


“Sure. Ya see the stable buck’s a nigger.”
“Yeah. Nice fella too. Got a crooked back where a horse kicked him. The boss gives him hell when he’s mad. But the stable buck don’t give a damn about that. He reads a lot. Got books in his room.”

“we had fun. They let the nigger come in that night. Little skinner name of Smitty took after the nigger. Done pretty good, too. The guys
wouldn’t let him use his feet, so the nigger got him.”


In the 1930s life for black people was difficult due to racism. Racial discrimination was not illegal in 1930s America, therefore racism was still rampant at the time. Whites and blacks were segregated and blacks were considered as 2nd class citizens. Black people were paid less than their white counterparts and they had to work harder than everyone else, often given the more 'dirty work'. The lynching (hanging) of black people was common in 1930s America and The Ku Klux Klan still had a lot of power. Black people wanted to change the way they were treated but it was very difficult for them to do this as a result of the Jim Crow Laws, these were a number of laws in America enforced between 1876 and 1965 that provided a legal basis for segregating and discriminating against African-Americans.
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No white nurse should ever be expected to tend to a negro
It is illegal for a negro baseball player to play within two blocks of a white playground
No restaurant may serve white people and black people, unless there is a 7ft partition wall and two separate entrances for whites and blacks
No negro should be buried on consecrated ground set apart for the burial of whites
Librarians should ensure that negros cannot borrow the same copies of books as white people
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“You go on get outa my room. I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my room.”

“Cause I’m black. They play cards in there, but I can’t play because I’m black. They say I stink. Well, I tell you, you all of you stink to me.”

“I was born right here in California. My old man had a chicken ranch, ‘bout ten acres. The white kids come to play at our place, an’ sometimes I went to play with them, and some of them was pretty nice. My ol’ man didn’t like that. I never knew till long later why he didn’t like that. But I know now.” He hesitated, and when he spoke again his voice was softer. “There wasn’t another colored family for miles around. And now there ain’t a colored man on this ranch an’ there’s jus’ one family in Soledad.” He laughed. “If I say something, why it’s just a nigger sayin’ it.”

“This is just a nigger talkin’, an’ a busted-back nigger. So it don’t mean nothing, see?”

“S’pose you didn’t have nobody. S’pose you couldn’t go into the bunk house and play rummy ‘cause you was black.”

‘He made no attempt to enter.’
‘Candy seemed embarrassed.’
‘“Come on in. If ever’body’s comin’ in, you might just as well.” It was
difficult for Crooks to conceal his pleasure with anger.’
‘Crooks said darkly, “Guys don’t come into a colored man’s room very much.’
‘Crooks had retired into the terrible protective dignity of the Negro.’

‘Crooks stood up from his bunk and faced her. “I had enough,” he said coldly. “You got no rights comin’ in a colored man’s room. You got no rights messing around in here at all. Now you jus’ get out, an’ get out quick. If you don’t, I’m gonna ast the boss not to ever let you come in the barn no more.”’

“Listen, Nigger,” she said. “You know what I can do to you if you open your trap?”

‘Crooks seemed to grow smaller, and he pressed himself against the wall. “Yes, ma’am.”
“Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I could get you strung upon a tree so easy it ain’t even funny.”’

‘Crooks had reduced himself to nothing. There was no personality, no ego— nothing to arouse either like or dislike.’

“I ain’t sure I want you in here no more. A colored man got to have some rights even if he don’t like ‘em.”’

“What she says is true.”
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[image: https://blogs.cofc.edu/american-novel/files/2015/03/lobotomy-10qunh6.jpg]
· People with mental disabilities in 1930s America were treated very badly in society as they were seen as a burden.
· Often they were removed from their families and put into institutions where they had to work.
· Frequently they were given a lot of drugs to keep them sedated, so they wouldn’t complain.
· In the asylums, the staff were often very short-handed and frequently cruel to the patients as they weren’t seen as real people.
· The staff would often verbally and physically abuse the patients to make them behave.
· If they didn’t behave the punishment was often very severe.





In the early 1930s a treatment called ‘lobotomy’ was introduced and became very popular. Doctors thought that if they cut away part of the frontal lobe of the brain, it would make people better.
It often caused permanent brain damage instead.




[image: http://s1.hubimg.com/u/7614936_f260.jpg]

[image: http://leavingaa.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/insane-a-pic-2.jpg]Electric shock therapy was used to induce seizures in patients because they thought that the electric shocks might ‘reset’ the brain.
Unfortunately, it was often used as a punishment and in some cases the shocks were so big that it broke patients bones or their spine.





“Oh! I ain’t saying he’s bright. He ain’t. But I say he’s a God damn good worker. He can put up a four hundred pound bale.”

“Say—what you sellin’?”
“Well, I never seen one guy take so much trouble for another guy. I just like to know what your interest is.”

He got kicked in the head by a horse when he was a kid.
“Be a damn good thing if you was,” George said viciously. “Save ever’body a hell of a lot of trouble.”

If I was a relative of yours I’d shoot myself.”

Lennie was looking helplessly to George for instruction.
Crooks bored in on him. “Want me ta tell ya what’ll happen? They’ll take ya to the booby hatch. They’ll tie ya up with a collar, like a dog.”

An’ s’pose they lock him up an’ strap him down and put him in a cage.
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· The Great Depression hit the elderly particularly hard. 
· Those who were retired or close to retirement watched a lifetime of savings disappear, and they weren't well enough to work or couldn't find the jobs that would allow them to rebuild all money and savings that they had lost.
· Many of the elderly became completely dependent on their families, but hard times for younger family members often meant little or nothing was left to provide for their parents.



THE ELDERLY

[image: http://www.readthespirit.com/ourvalues/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2013/03/wpid-0915_Soup_Kitchen_Great_Depression_1936.jpg]



· Employers were unlikely to employ elderly people as there were very few jobs as it was.
· There was no welfare state in America so the elderly wouldn’t have pensions to live on
· This often made the elderly feel like they were worthless and a burden on society.
· Because there were so many unemployed elderly people, a law was passed, saying that younger family members had to look after their relatives. 
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“they’ll put me on the county.
“You seen what they done to my dog tonight? They says he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else. When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me. But they won’t do nothing like that. I won’t have no place to go, an’ I can’t get no more jobs.”
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‘strong and rocky Gabilan Mountains,’

‘And then from the direction of the state highway came the sound of footsteps on crisp sycamore leaves. The rabbits hurried noiselessly for cover. A stilted heron labored up into the air and pounded down river.’

‘A water snake slipped along on the pool, its head held up like a little periscope. The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze.’








‘A water snake glided smoothly up the pool, twisting its periscope head from side to side; and it swam the length of the pool and came to the legs of a motionless heron that stood in the shallows. A silent head and beak lanced down and plucked it out by the head, and the beak swallowed the little snake while its tail waved frantically.’

‘A far rush of wind sounded and a gust drove through the tops of the trees like
a wave. The sycamore leaves turned up their silver sides, the brown, dry leaves on the ground scudded a few feet. And row on row of tiny wind waves flowed up the pool’s green surface.’

‘As quickly as it had come, the wind died, and the clearing was quiet again. The heron stood in the shallows, motionless and waiting. Another little water snake swam up the pool, turning its periscope head from side to side.’
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‘Over each bunk there was nailed an apple box’
‘And these shelves were loaded with little articles, soap and talcum powder, razors and those Western magazines ranch men love to read and scoff at and secretly believe’
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[image: http://holoweb.net/~liam/pictures/r/V/cimg4376-500x375.jpg]‘It was Sunday afternoon. The resting horses nibbled the remaining wisps of hay, and they stamped their feet and they bit the wood of the mangers and rattled the halter chains. The afternoon sun sliced in through the cracks of the barn walls and lay in bright lines on the hay. There was the buzz of flies in the air, the lazy afternoon humming.’

‘From outside came the clang of horseshoes on the playing peg and the shouts of men, playing, encouraging, jeering. But in the barn it was quiet and humming and lazy and warm.’









‘The sun streaks were high on the wall by now, and the light was growing soft in the barn. Curley’s wife lay on her back, and she was half covered with hay. It was very quiet in the barn, and the quiet of the afternoon was on the ranch. Even the clang of the pitched shoes, even the voices of the men in the game, seemed to grow more quiet. The air in the barn was dusky in advance of the outside day. A pigeon flew in through the open hay door and circled and flew out again. Around the last stall came a shepherd bitch, lean and long, with heavy, hanging dugs. Halfway to the packing box where the puppies were she
caught the dead scent of Curley’s wife, and the hair arose along her spine. She whimpered and cringed to the packing box, and jumped in among the puppies.’

‘As happens sometimes, a moment settled and hovered and remained for much more than a moment. And sound stopped and movement stopped for much, much more than a moment.’

‘Then gradually time awakened again and moved sluggishly on. The horses stamped on the other side of the feeding racks and the halterchains clinked. Outside, the men’s voices became louder and clearer.’

‘But the barn was alive now. The horses stamped and snorted, and they chewed the straw of their bedding and they clashed the chains of their halters.’
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· The Great Depression saw many jobs being lost – women were often the first to be ‘let go’
· During the Depression, women were not trusted as they were seen to taking jobs away from men
· With so little job prospects for women, many resigned themselves to life in the home.
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Women were not seen as equal to men: they had fewer rights than men, were paid less and most of them were only allowed to take care of domestic chores. In that period of time, women started realising how submitted they were to men, so they began having ideas on how they could improve their lives and gain more independence. They had their own American Dream.
Curley’s wife perfectly represents the “average woman” in America in the 1930s. She would like to depend less on her husband, she has a fantasy of becoming a renowned actress and she feels secluded and miserable. She has to live in a male dominated society (“ranch ain’t no place for a girl”) and has to face the fact that she will never have all of the freedom she is hoping for. Her life is the exact opposite of this “dream”.



[image: http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large/housewife-1930s-granger.jpg]







In the period of the 1930s in America there were lots of forms of discrimination: one of them was sexism. Women were not seen as equal to men: they had fewer rights than men. They were paid less and most of them were only allowed to take care of domestic chores. 
Most single women worked for a living, and so did a lot of married women. The number of married women going out to work increased during the 1930s because many women were trying to keep their families afloat. Some people objected to married women working, because they thought they were taking jobs from single women who needed to support themselves. Many school boards for instance refused to hire married women teachers. But in spite of this, the number of working married women increased steadily throughout the 30s. 
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After World War I, economic and ecological forces brought many rural poor and migrant agricultural workers from the Great Plains states, such as Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas, to California. Following World War I, a recession led to a drop in the market price of farm crops, which meant that farmers were forced to produce more goods in order to earn the same amount of money. To meet this demand for increased productivity, many farmers bought more land and invested in expensive agricultural equipment, which plunged them into debt. The stock market crash of 1929 only made matters worse. Banks were forced to foreclose on mortgages and collect debts. Unable to pay their creditors, many farmers lost their property and were forced to find other work. But doing so proved very difficult, since the nation’s unemployment rate had skyrocketed, peaking at nearly twenty-five percent in 1933.
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The increase in farming activity across the Great Plains states caused the precious soil to erode. This erosion, coupled with a seven-year drought that began in 1931, turned once fertile grasslands into a desert like region known as the Dust Bowl. Hundreds of thousands of farmers packed up their families and few belongings, and headed for ‘Golden’ California. The state’s mild climate promised a longer growing season and, with soil favorable to a wider range of crops, it offered more opportunities to harvest. The Californians turned many back, fearing they would be over-run. The migrants were often met with scorn by California farmers and natives, which only made their dislocation and poverty even more unpleasant.The refuges had nowhere to go back to, so they set up home in huge camps in the California valleys - living in shacks of cardboard and old metal - and sought work as casual farmhands.
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THE DUST BOWL

[image: ]







In the 1930s, America suffered a terrible drought which wiped out the farm land in central North America. The lack of water turned the farm land to dust and made it almost impossible to grown crops and run successful farms. 
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On Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929, the stock market crashed, triggering the Great Depression, the worst economic collapse in the history of the modern industrial world.
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· Following on from the Wall Street crash, but not entirely caused by it, there is a major economic depression in America and elsewhere.  
· The 1930s are years of mass unemployment, particularly in agriculture (with small farmers suffering particularly badly and losing their land when they are unable to repay the money they borrowed to buy it) and the traditional ‘heavy’ industries of coal, iron and steel.  
· Many businesses, including several thousand banks, go bust. There is a cycle of depression: as one company goes bust and its workers become unemployed, it causes other businesses - that relied on that company or its workers for its income - to go bust.  
· When banks go bust those who have deposited their savings in that bank lose them.  This starts another cycle as savers in other banks try to withdraw their savings, causing those banks to collapse.
· It spread from the United States to the rest of the world, lasting from the end of 1929 until the early 1940s. With banks failing and businesses closing, more than 15 million Americans (one-quarter of the workforce) became unemployed.









[image: http://www.frumforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/great_depression-2.jpg]· There is nothing like unemployment benefit or housing benefit, and no free national health system (some people had private health insurance, which increased during the 1930s).  If you lose your job, you often lose your home and the whole family ends up on the streets.  Many such families end up in living in cardboard shantytowns which become known as ‘Hoovervilles’.
· During the 1930s more women enter the workforce: but that is because they are much cheaper than men, with their average wage being 50% that of the average male wage.
· As an antidote to the depression popular entertainment, especially the movies, continues to grow.  Going to the movies provides people with a short period when they could forget their troubles.
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