‘Explorers or boys messing about? Either way, taxpayer gets rescue bill’ by Steven Morris
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The following activities are designed to explore the linguistic and structural devices the writer uses to influence his audience.

Activities and questions on content
1. Make notes about what the words adventure and expedition suggest to you.  Look up the dictionary definitions and compare them to your own ideas. 
2. Re-read the extract and while you are doing it, highlight each time you come across the words adventure and expedition (or words derived from them such as adventurer).

3. What impression of the men does the writer give us through his vocabulary choices?
4. Write a paragraph about the way the writer has used language to try to influence the readers’ opinion of the two men.

How many of the following words can you use in your paragraph?  Look them up in a dictionary if you are not sure what they mean.

	connotation
	point of view
	perspective
	repetition
	synonym


5. What conclusion can you draw about the author’s intentions and attitudes in this article, based on his selective use of comments and quotations?  Write three or four paragraphs, remembering to support your conclusions with references to the text.
6. Introductions and conclusions are very important.  Read just the first and last paragraphs again.  Write about the effects of:

· the word ‘farce’ in paragraph 1

· the phrase ‘have their bottoms kicked’ in the last paragraph

· the relationship between the two paragraphs

· the author’s choice to begin and end his article in this way
7. Complete the table below to show whose views or comments the author has chosen to include in this article.
	Who said it?
	What did they say?
	Direct quotation or reported speech?
	Showing men in positive/negative light?
	Can you explain in more detail what impression this gives of the men?

	
	They are ‘boys messing about with a helicopter’.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	‘the emergency people’ – a general term suggesting they aren’t sure who is responsible.  Makes them sound like amateurs.

	
	It was ‘nothing short of a miracle’ that they had survived.
	
	
	

	Gunter Endres, expert on helicopters
	
	
	
	


	Who said it?
	What did they say?
	Direct quotation or reported speech?
	Showing men in positive/negative light?
	Can you explain in more detail what impression this gives of the men?

	
	The flying conditions had been ‘excellent’.
	
	
	

	Ministry of Defence spokesperson
	
	
	
	

	
	‘…they’ll probably have their bottoms kicked and be sent home the long way’.
	
	
	



