
AN INSPECTOR CALLS CHARACTER VOCABULARY

	Character 
	Vocabulary
	Meaning

	Sheila
	Intuitive
Judicious
Socially conscious
Sagacious
CONTRITE
Prudent
Altruistic
	Perceptive
Good sense of judgement
Aware of social responsibility
Wise
Remorseful
Sensible
Concerned for others

	Eric
	Reticent
Dipsomaniac
Cumbersome
Becomes altruistic
Holds egalitarian views
Naïve 
CONTRITE
	Secretive; quiet
Substance abuser
Difficult to handle
Becomes concerned for others
Socialist views
Simple minded
Remorseful

	Gerald
	Patrician
Cunning
Self-gratifies
Ostensibly altruistic
	Upper-class
Devious
Praises himself
Cares for others on the surface

	Mrs Birling
	Intransigent
Obstinate
Condescending to her children
Insusceptible
	Unwilling to change
Stubborn
Patronising; belittling
Insensitive

	Inspector Goole
	Systematic
Resolute
Domineering
Divisive
Authoritative 
Inexorable
Altruistic teachings
Egalitarian
Intransigent
	Does things to a specific order
Purposefully determined
Asserts his will over others 
Causes hostility between family
Commanding 
Unable to stop or deter
Believes in caring for others
Socialist
Unwilling to change views

	Mr Birling
	Intransigent
Obstinate
Grandiloquent
Parsimonious
Avaricious
Opulent 
Dogmatic
Immutable
	Unwilling to change views
Stubborn
Pretentious; pompous; arrogant
Penny-pinching (‘keep labour costs down’)
Greedy
Wealthy
Has an arrogant attitude on false theories
Not willing to change

	Eva Smith
	Injudicious
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Proletarian
Socially neglected
	Has bad sense of judgement (Gerald)
Acting on emotions and feeling
Working class
Forgotten by society

	Edna
	Socially neglected
Proletarian
Acquiescent
	Forgotten by society
Working class
Obedient



