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(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

Remind yourself of the passage from 127 hours - Between a Rock and a Hard Place
(Text Two in the Extracts Booklet).

4 How does the writer use language and structure to create suspense and tension?

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.
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Reward responses that explain how the writer uses language and structure to
create suspense and tension.

Responses may include:
- the passage starts with the suggestion of security that he has done this
before: “another drop-off’
the use of measurement creates tension as it shows the expanse the writer
is climbing in: ‘eleven or twelve feet high, a foot higher and of a different
geometry than the overhang I descended ten minutes ago”
the use of the adjective ‘claustrophobic’ creates a feeling of pressure and
anxiety
large space and small space are contrasted, which creates a feeling of being
closed in, for example ‘here the slot narrows’, ‘narrow passages like this one’
the phrase "It supports me but teeters slightly’ foreshadows that something
ominous is going to happen
references to time show the speed of events and create suspense: ‘The next

three seconds play out at a tenth of their normal speed”

use of emotive language conveys the writer’s feelings and physical pain: 'the
rock slides another foot down the wall with my arm in tow, tearing the skin
off the lateral side of my forearm’, 'I'm frantic, and I cry out ... my.
desperate brain... "

religious language is used to express extreme emotion: ‘Good God, my hand’
use of punctuation shows tension as time slows down his reactions: 'In slow
motion: the rock smashes... My disbelief paralyses me temporarily as I stare
at the sight of my arm va g
the extract starts with confidence that Ralston knows what he is doing (the
second paragraph shows words like *controlling’, ‘solid"), but in the fifth
paragraph he ends with a sentence beginning with *My only hope’, showing
the building of suspense

the use of short sentences emphasises the stressful situation and the
physical pain: ‘Then silence’, ‘Nothing.”

lists are used to show how much action is happening: "the rock smashes my
left hand against the south wall; my eyes register the collision, and I yank
my left arm back as the rock ricochets;... at the wrist, palm in, thumb up,
fingers extended”

the use of the analogy where the ‘adrenaline-stoked mom lifts an overturned
car to free her baby” shows the link to his desperate situation

alliteration creates emphasis on tension and reaction, for example ‘g

and growl’, ‘full flood”

there is an uncertain conclusion to the passage, leaving the reader
wondering what will happen next: “Come on...movel” Nothing.”
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A02 Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural
devices to achieve their effects
o rewardable material.

Basic identification and little understanding of the language and/or
structure used by writers to achieve effects.

The use of references is limited.
Some understanding of and comment on language and structure

and how these are used by writers to achieve effects, including use
of vocabulary.

The selection of references is valid, but not developed.

Clear understanding and explanation of language and structure and
how these are used by writers to achieve effects, including use of
vocabulary and sentence structure.

The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to the points
being made.

Thorough understanding and exploration of language and structure
and how these are used to achieve effects, including use of
vocabulary, sentence structures and other language features.

The selection of references is detailed, appropriate and fully
supports the points being made.

Perceptive understanding and analysis of language and structure
and how these are used by writers to achieve effects, including use
of vocabulary, sentence structure and other language features.
The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies the points
being made.





