Amelia Sowerby

Propp’s Character Theory- Huck Finn
Paula Graham Vladimir Propp (1895-1970) was a Russian folklorist and scholar and founded the idea that a certain type of character was to be used in every narrative structure. Propp noticed that often many folk tales were similar in a variety of areas. He identified a theory about characters and actions as narrative functions. According to Propp they provide a structure for the text.
Typical characters that he found were:
The Hero – a character who seeks something
The Villain – who opposes the hero’s quest
The Heroine – acts as a reward for the hero, and is the object of the villain’s plot- physical or non- physical
The Donor – who provides an object with ‘magical’, special properties or helpful use in the narrative
The Dispatcher – sends the hero on their quest via message and gives them things to do
The Helper – aids the hero
The False Hero – disrupts the hero’s success by making false claims or pretends to be the hero and is revealed.

We can use this theory and apply it to Huck Finn and find each character’s narrative function: 
The Hero - Huck- as he is the one who is seeking to escape his father and find a life where he can be ‘free.’ Could also be Jim depending on your reading of the novel.  
The Villain - Arguably there are many ‘villains’ in the book, the most prominent being the King and the Duke, as they actively try to prevent Huck from finding his freedom and try to prevent Jim from having his too, and instead use them for their own agendas. 
The Heroine – Huck’s ‘freedom’ and moral development and Jim’s Freedom.
The Donor – arguably, Mary Jane, as she gives Huck the real power to empathise and understand what is morally right and wrong, a tool he needs in life to progress. The raft or river also symbolises this as they are both key in the Hero’s quest and provide him with his transport and ‘safety.’ 
The Dispatcher – Possibly Old Finn/ Miss Watson- both scare both characters into feeling they must go on their journey. They also provide problems for Jim and Huck further in the story e.g. Wanted poster of Jim. 
The Helper – Jim- as he helps Huck on his quest for freedom and Huck helps him too- Huck and Jim could be interchangeable in their roles depending on your reading.
The False Hero – King and Duke- they disrupt the Hero’s quest and make false claims throughout the novel. 

