Chapters 26-29 analysis of satire

In these chapters, Twain makes use of satire in order to criticise Huck’s character at a critical point in the novel. During this episode, Huck is almost willing to let the Duke steal from the kind and considerate Wilk’s family in order to further his own goals. However, it’s through Twain’s use of satire that he is able question this aspect of Huck. Instead of choosing to stay with the liars who “ain’t a-going to leave till they’ve played this family and this town for all they’re worth”, he, for once, chooses to tell the truth.
One of the recurring uses of satire can be found in chapter 26, where in which Huck’s lies spiral, becoming harder to maintain and being poked full of holes by Mary-Jane. Perhaps the most comical of these is Huck’s constant attempts to correct his own contradictions when talking about where the king of England lives, only to be stumped by Mary-Jane’s constant interjections such as, “Sheffield ain’t on the sea.”. The comedic effect of these discussions is only bolstered by the short back-and-forth of “You did!”, “I didn’t.”, “You did.”. It could be interpreted that Huck’s lies in this chapter are so contrived due to the fact that they are not his own. Previously, Huck’s lies have been used for his own amusement or for the sake of Jim, however in this chapter these lies only further the goals of the Duke. The strong irony of the fact that Huck is deceiving one of the few people to treat him with kindness poignantly impacts the reader through the contrast of the successive lines “The thing is for you to treat him kind, and not be saying things to make him remember he ain’t in his own country and amongst his own folks.”, and “this is a girl that I’m letting that ole reptile rob her of her money!”. This is a key moment for Huck as this is further reinforcement of his loyalties and moral alignment. Given this occurrence’s timing, it’s even more relevant for the overall themes of the novel, as moments such as these foreshadow Huck’s eventual dedication to Jim. Despite societies pressures to conform to established norms, Huck displays he is willing to compromise his own needs for the sake of others, with this eventually being Jim.
Another distinct use of satire is through the irony of Huck finally choosing to tell the truth to Mary-Jane. For once it becomes apparent to Huck that “the truth is better, and actually safer, than a lie”. This instance clearly demonstrates the detriments of Huck being dishonest, and in broader sense perhaps may contribute to the overall idea of Huck’s necessity to be honest with himself and reject the moral contradictions imposed upon him by societal norms. It also further reflects the damage his dishonesty can cause, similarly to when he worried Jim for a simple childish joke. Huck’s realisation of the damage his dishonesty can do is also evidence of his growth and maturity throughout the novel, reflecting the thematic need for him to abandon the values imposed upon him in his childhood.
In conclusion, during these chapters, Twain uses satire as a literary device in order to critique Huck’s current moral standing in an attempt to expose his potential for growth towards the later part of the novel. In accepting the necessity of the truth and being shown satirically how inconvenient and damaging maintaining a lie can be, Huck is set on the path he will take towards the end of the novel in helping Jim reunite with his family.
