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Anthology A and B Prose Revision
Title:         H is for Hawk                                                                                Author’s surname:  Macdonald         

Question: How does the writer use language and structure to interest and engage the reader?
	Technique used    Language + Structure
	Quotation/reference
	Effect in the passage

	1 Use of personal pronouns
	‘we noted the numbers’
‘I grabbed the hood…’
	Shows togetherness at the start and then writer’s personal involvement

	2 Use of onomatopoeia

	‘thump’;

 ‘whirring, chaotic clatter
	Sense of anticipation
Sense of noise and frenzy as bird exits box

	3 Alliteration/sibilance

	‘syrupy, slow’
	Emphasises how time is stretched out during the wait

	4 Metaphor

	Everything is brilliance and fury

A broken marionette…a fallen angel…a griffon from the pages of…
	Contrasting descriptions of the first bird engage the reader

	5 Simile

	‘like gold falling through water’
	Conveys sense of speed, weightlessness and something precious

	6 Use of repetition in italics
	‘This is my hawk’ ‘This isn’t my hawk’
	Emphasises the writer’s feeling of disbelief and dread

	7 Use of varied paragraph lengths
 
	Eg long third paragraph
	Changes the pace and tone to interest the reader. 3rd paragraph slow suspense as hawk is revealed. 5th para – short shock that it is the wrong bird

	8 Use of direct speech, ellipsis and rhetorical questions

	
	

	9 Final paragraph describes the narrator in the third person and Greek mythology

	
	How she looks to the hawk handler

	10 Final suspenseful sentence

	
	Reader wonders if she is allowed to keep the bird she wants


